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An Anfwer to a Paper entituled, The Athe- 
nian Society Unvail’d : Wherein our former 


Charze on the Quakers is made good, their 


Objections Anfwer'd, and a fuller Account 
given of the Principles and Prattices of thofe 
deluded People. 


Eing confin’d to the narrow Limits of about a 
Shect in Difguifitions on the prefent Controver- 
fie, and therein oblig’d to Anfwera large dou- 
ble fheet of our Adverfaries, as well as to enquire into 
many of their Authors, we have neither room or time 
for fuch Harangues as make their Porch almoft as big 
as their Horie, we fhall only premife, That we are 
oblig’d to thefe People for their publick Challenge, 
which has forc’d us to look more narrowly into their 
Writings than we had formerly done, and confequent- 
ly to know’em better, and like ‘em worfe; and that we 
fhall fave as much room as we can by neither anf{wer- 
gnz nor returning that fine Language which in their Pa- 
per they fo abundantly beftow on us, as well as we find 
on all their other Antagonifts. 

They begin with a long Harangue, That Truth is al- 
ways perfecuted, which will indifferently ferve for Turk, 
Jew or Heathen, as well as themfelves, or any. other 
Hereticks. However, to requite "em, welll prove they 
themfelves are for perfecution, take it ev’n in the notion 
of inflicting penalties for following the Diétates of a mi- 
Saken Conjcience, that they have exercis’d it, that they 
have advis'd ity and commended it. They have them- 
felves perfecuted as far as they can in words and aéfions: 
Their words we fhall anon give. an account of, their 
actions are, Excommunicating fuch as will not fubmit 
to their Injundions, or as {fell any Books againft ’em ; 
and even Imprifoning thofe who have diiturb’d their 
Meetings, ( See Francis Bugs, One blow more, (7c. p. 2. ) 
and this againft all Law and right, thé they exclaim 
fo loudly againit others for ferving ‘em atter thesfzme 
manner. That they have advisd and commended it in 
others, See Geo. Fox's Counfl and Advice rejected, p. 36, 
37. his words are thefe to Oliver, ‘Thou fhou'dit have 
‘inviced all Nations upon Earth chat are again{t Popery 
‘tocome in and joyn with thee againft Popery, for thou 
“haft had Autherity, ftand to it, lote it not, nor abufe it, 
“nor let any other take thy CROWN! Let the Souldi- 
“érs go forth with a free and willing heart, that thou 
* maytt rock Nutions as a CradjJe: And in another Let- 
ter from the fame Perfon to the fame Ufurper, ‘O 
“Oliver! had thou bin faithful, and thunder’d down 
* Deceit, the Hollanders had bin thy Subjects and Tribu- 
“teries, Germany had bin given up to do thy Will, the 
‘ Spaniards had quiver'd like a dry leaf, the K.of France, 
‘Pope, Turk and all (in all his Fatve/s ] fhou’'d have 
“f{moak’d. And this we think is Perfecution with a 
witneis, to have conquer’d or deftroy’d all Europe, be- 
caule of a different Religion, for it muft have been for 
that rez(on, or mone at all. But they may fay, This is 
only what he might have done, and cto Papifts and For- 
rezanevs: YOu are to believe, as their Mouth W’. Pen {ays 
for ‘em, that tney were all Loyal to K. Charles the firit, 
and fuffer’d for being fo : For that fee what follows, 
the fame Fox to Oliver, ‘ Thou fhoud’{t not have ftood 
‘trifling about fms things, (cutting off Kings Heads, 
“wc. ) but minded the Work of the Lord. As hé’ be- 
“gan with thee at firft, fober men, and True bearts took 
“part with thee. Thy Dread is not all gone, nor thy 
© Amazement, Arife andcome forth. Wou'dyou have yer 
clearer proofs of their boafted Loyalty, unwilliggnels co 
perfecute, Sc 2 you fhall have ’em trom another of their 
Prophets, one George Roff, who thus befpeaks the #//ur- 


per, *To thee Oliver Cromwell, thus faith the Lord, 1 
“have chofen thee amortgft the thoufands of the Nati- 
“ons, to execute my Wrath upon mine Enemies, and 
‘gave them to thy Sword, with which J fought, for thé 
* Zeal of my own Name, and gave thee the Enemies of 
‘my own feed, to be a Curfe and Reproach for ever, 
‘and made thee an Inffrument again{t them, and many 
Shave l cut down by my Sword in thy hand, chat my 
‘ Wrath may be executed upon them to the utmoft. .~ 
And thefe are the men that boaft their Loyalty, that cry 
out Perfecution, and charge others they write againft 
with being concern’d ia the Plunders and Murthers of 


that unhappy Age. 


They next blame us for tran{cribing the Fefuitgg max 
ims, widening differences, difturbing the peace of Govern- 
ment: What the ¥e/uits maxims are, there’s no doubt 
but the Quakers very well know ; but we are fure hone 
of ‘em ever lit upon the expedient of widening differen- 
ces by endeavouring to unite ‘em, and taking the right 
way to doit, by declaring the sl principles of ill men, 
who oppofe the publick E/tablifhment, from their own 
authentick writings, for which reafon we fhail pafs by 
their flourifh ot Satans not being more Holy for being in 
an Athenian, or in one call’dia Chriftian ; by which 
laft phrafe may be we hope they dont mean a Qugter, 
tho’ fome will fay, ifever he has bin in any in this laft 
Age, ’tis they who mnuft pretend to -his Acgusimance, 
nor do we know of any Quaker among the Atheni- 
ans. 

They blame us for ftigmatizing thole as filly Euthufi- 
afts, who believe ’tis not lawful to firear » We,did fo, 
and are {till of the fame mind, ready to defend what 
we there afferted, which thus we do. Thole are filly 
Enthufiafts, who without reafon, by the dictates of their 
own Fancy, which they call Gods Spirit, oppote fuch a 
practice as has been ufed by the Saints of old, of which 
‘twas prophefied that it fhou’d be ufed under the Go- 
fpel, was fo by the Apoffles offour Saviour, and Primi- 
tive Chriftians, nay, by God himfelf. This. the Qua- 
kers do, therefore they are what we have call’d ‘em; 
which willbe plain, af'we prove Ozths are fuch 4 pra- 
étice: And firft, they Were ufed by the Saints in the 
Old Te/lament, particularly by Afofes che greateft Pro- 
phet next our Saviour that ever was, and this not ina 
fudden pzffion, but a form’d Sermon, or a Comptndiui of 
the Law, to remain with Gods People, Deut. 4.26. £ 
call Heaven and Earth to witzels ; that's God and Man, 
and attefiing God to the Truth of any thing, has the 
formality of an Oath. "Twas prophefied of //a. 19. 18, 
In that day fhall five Cisies in the land of Egypt {wear to 
the Lord of Hofts. This relates to the times ot the Go- 
ipel, by what follows, v.20. He fhall fend’em a Saviour 
and a great one, compared with that other Scripture, Out 
of Egypt have I call’d my Son: So yet more plainiy in 
other places Oaths were ufed by the’ Apoftles, many 
times by St. Paxil, the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, Rom. 
1.9. Godis my witne{s, 2fCor. 11. 31. God knoweth that 
I lye not, Gal. 1.20. Before God I lie not. If chele are 
not formal Ourbs, we'd fain know what are. Thepri- 
mitive Chriflians did the fame, following and pleading 
the Apoftles Example. Terrullian fays they ufed to 
fwear, tho’ they woud not do it by the Genius of the 
Emperor, Athanafius purged himfelf by an Oath before 
the Emperor Conftantius, pleading the Apoftles Exam- 
ple, and that he had learnt of bim to call God yo record upon 
his Sout ; nay fays, "Twas the Cuflom of Chriflians to do fo, 
and in the Synod of Ephefus an Oath was impofed on Victor 
and Neftorius ; which will teach usto interpret feveral 
paflages in the Fathers Writings which feem to candemn 
all (wearing, fince their praCtice fhows they thereby or- 
ly intended taking Gods Name in vain, or {wearing on 
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any other but lawful occafion. Laftly, God himfelt 
fwears in’ mapy places of Scriptures Gen. 22. 16. B 
my {elf bave 1 fworn, faith the Lord : And Heb. 6. 139 
Becanle be coud {wear by n9 greater, fware by himfelf.. 
Now to their Objections: 1. “ Whether fince the very 
End of Chriffs coming into the World, as is teftified, was 


“ by fuperfede the Ule of all Oaths? We A afwer No, 
it did not, for St. Paul himfelf ules en, as is Prove, 

ave done, had there no net 
of ‘em, unlels they'll {peak out, and fay as they ule to 
do, “That there St. Paul had not the Spirit. But tur- 
ther, the End of his Coming was, we grant, to Aitone for 
all Sin, and take it away as to its forceand power, in thole 
who believe and obey him, but notits very. Being, as 
long as the World remains. This is plain, becauite al! 
that Chrift intends, certainly comes to pals : This the 
Event fhows does not come to pafs, thereiore twas ne 
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“ Jends, and ob y the Precepts he has given, they nughe 
e End of his Coming ? This 1s part- 
ly clear'd tn the left-—— He came tndeed r the 
Worlds but not to render it finlefs *cill that time when 
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or wrinkle; for while we arein this World, in many 
2 St. Fames 2. and, if we fay we have 
lelues, and the Truth is notin us, 


rSt. folm 1.8. and otherwite our Saviour has taughr us 


Tre(pafles ; (nay, refwmes that Petition above all 
) and ifthey urge, we are not to Pry in the 
ame words, weare at leaft to do it after tha: manner — 
Rut che Quakers are ail better Afen than the Apo tles, and 
either are, or think themlelves fuch jaf Perfons that they 
need no forgsvenefs, nor ask any in cheir Prayers 5 if they 
do, they contradict their own Principles. If they have 
any juch perfec Men among ‘em, let ‘em produce them ; 
nay, Name ‘em, ded or /iving ; thé if they have writ 
any thing, tis afeafie matter to prove ’em imperfect and 
erroncous both in Pagth and Life. 

‘Their third Query is, ““ Whether there’s any pofitive 
“ Command in the Golpel, enforc’d by words, more com- 
* nrehenfive, fall, pofitive and pertinént, than this of 
“ Smear not, &c? In Antwer, Let them fhow us a 
more pofitive Command than that, He that bath two Coats, 
let him impart to him that bas none; which yet fhould 
they literally follow in the Winter-time, would even make 
‘ein look worle than they do already.* Both therefore 
are to be underftood with a meaning, ( a thing they don’t 
Jove ) and this meaning is clear’dfas to Swesring by the 
Circumftances of the Text and @ontext, and Practices of 
Holy Men, trom both which we learn that it relates to 
Swearing frequently, vainly, in common Converfe ; and 
therefore is the entuing Direction added — Let your Cont. 
munications Sc. Sermoy NyG-, which plainly relates to 
Ordinary Dijcourfe. 

They go on, and Charge us with Malice, Impudence 
and Waickednels, for mifreprefenting them and their Opi- 
nions (as their near Kindred did tome time fince ) and 
Complain, p. 2. col. 1/f. “That we athrm the Quakers 
“ Opinions are dangerous and deteftable, ( as inceed, fay 
“© they, rhey were, were it true that we afterwards affirm ) 
le, and will by no 


“* chat they {peak contemptibly of the Bible, 


“ means allow it to beGod’s Word. That they have turned 
“ the moft (acred truths therein contained into jejure AL! 

. a . ’ ‘* 
** vies: That they {peak not vey boncurall; of our Saviow, 


*€ deny the Trinity, and embrace that other Secinian Drea 

“of che Souls fleeping “till the Refurrection: That they 
“* have been e’re fince their rife lookt upon as By; 
“of the Fefuits; deny the flenary Satisfaction of Chrifi, 
“and reft on their own Merits: That Fanataci!m, Er- 
** thufia(m and Infidelity together, make upthe Creed ot 
“a Quaker, they being a Compendium of almolt all 
“ forts of Herefies, that they deny the Sutisfaction and Di- 


** ugnity Of Chrift, as alfo his Mimanity ; nay, deny Az- 
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“* gels, Spirits, Hetven and Hell, and the Exiffence of Scyjy 
“ after Death. 

This we acknowledge js the main of our Charge upon 
them, tho’ not fo generally worded in our Papers, This 
then if wecan make good, they fairly own that their Opi. 
nions are dangerous and deteftable, any of thefe Opinions 
without exception, thole which we afterwards afirm. ec 
ule their own words — all which if we do not clear 
from their own Writings, (bating but that one of the 
Souls fleeping, wherein there was tome {mall miftake, the 
well give them two worfe Herefies in the room ont 
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“cure, therefOre the Scripture can’t be a Rule to the 
In which words he’s fo far from grantingat an adequa:. 
Rude, that he as good as affirms ‘tis no Rule at all: bet) 
of which affertions are exa€tly contrary to God’s \\ 

2 Tim. 3. 17. where tis not only faid, that , 

is profitable for Deétrine, for Reprocf, &c. but tut the 

of God my be perfect, throughly furnifhed to every e501 worl: 
which certatuly reaches particular Occafions, tor every coud 
work admits of no exception. a 


We are forced here to break off abruptly, for want 
of room, but thal! continue our Dilcourte in the 
Mercury. 


Sobertifement. 
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and in the Forre:gn Journals, from the Year x 
to this time : To Which is added a NEW ESSAY 
ail torts of Learning, and a Dilcourfe concerning 
Antiguity, Divine Original and Authority of the J ; 
Vowels and Accents that are placed to the Hebrew B 
By the ATHENIAN SOCIETY. Alfo an EMBLEM of 
the faid Society, and a large ALPHABETICAL FA 
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